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COMMODITY SELLING SYSTEM DISPLAYING COMMODITY TABLE OF 
PURCHASE CANDIDATES INCLUDING USER COMMENT ON USER TERMINAL 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 1. Field of the Invention: 

The present invention relates to a commodity 
selling system and method for performing online shopping 
through a network such as the Internet. 
2. Description of the Related Art: 
10 In recent years, online shopping has come into use, 

in which a user can access a Web page through a network 
such as the Internet to purchase commodities by using the 
Web page. 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration 
15 of a conventional commodity selling system. A user 

utilizes user terminal 30 to access Web page 15 provided 
by seller server 11 through network 20. On Web page 15, 
the user can see detailed information on many 
commodities. The user sees the detailed information on 
20 commodities on Web page 15 and selects some of the 

commodities as purchase candidates. In response to the 
selection of the purchase candidates by the user, seller 
server 11 forms a commodity table (Table 1) including 
each purchase candidate selected by the user and displays 
25 the commodity table on user terminal 30. 

Table 1 shows an example of the commodity table of 



purchase candidates formed by the conventional commodity 
selling system. The commodity table shown as Table 1 
includes basic information for each purchase candidate 
selected by the user such as the name, date and time at 
5 which the selection is made, and price of each commodity 

Table 1 



selection date 
and time 


name 


price 


09/06/2000 
20:45: 01 


oooo 


¥495,000 


12/06/2000 
10:27:37 


X X X X 


¥490,002 


12/06/2000 
11:11:30 


A A A A 


¥395, 000 















10 In the aforementioned conventional commodity 

selling system, if a number of purchase candidates are 
included in the commodity table, a user may forget the 
characteristics or the like of the purchase candidates 
when the user makes a final determination of which 

15 commodity to purchase. In such a case, it is necessary 
for the user to exert extra effort such as seeing the 
detailed information on each purchase candidate again in 
order to review the characteristic of each purchase 
candidate, resulting in a heavier burden put on the user 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide 
a commodity selling system and method capable of reducing 
5 a burden on a user when the user makes a final 

determination of which commodity to purchase from 
purchase candidates. 

To achieve the aforementioned object, the commodity 
selling system according to the present invention 
10 comprises user terminals , each used by a user for 
connection to a network, and a seller server for 
recording a comment entered from the user terminal on 
each purchase candidate selected from commodities 
appearing on a Web page accessible from the user terminal 
15 through the network as a shopping memo at an arbitrary 
time . 

in the commodity selling system of the present 
invention, when basic information on each purchase 
candidate is displayed on the user terminal, the seller 

20 server also displays the comments entered from the user 

terminal and recorded as the shopping memos together with 
the basic information. Thus, a user can make a final 
determination of which commodity to purchase of the 
purchase candidates referring to the comments, and the 

25 user need not see detailed information on the purchase 

candidates again. As a result, it is possible to reduce 
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a burden on the user in determining which commodity to 
purchase . 

The above and other objects, features and 
advantages of the present invention will become apparent 
5 from the following description with reference to the 

accompanying drawings which illustrate examples of the 
present invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
10 Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration 

of a conventional commodity selling system; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing a configuration 
of a commodity selling system according to an embodiment 
of the present invention; and 
15 Fig. 3 shows a commodity selling sequence in the 

commodity selling systems . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
Referring now to Fig. 2, a commodity selling system 
2 0 according to an embodiment of the present invention 

differs from the conventional commodity selling system in 
Fig. 1 in that it comprises seller server 10 instead of 
seller server 11. When a user selects some commodities 
as purchase candidates, seller server 10 operates 
25 similarly to seller server 11, to form a commodity table 
including basic information on each purchase candidate. 
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In addition, seller server 10 comprises shopping memo 
recording unit 16 and shopping memo adding unit 17. 
Shopping memo recording unit 16 and shopping memo adding 
unit 17 are connected to each other through an internal 
5 bus . 

Shopping memo recording unit 16 records a comment 
entered from user terminal 30 on each purchase candidate 
selected from the commodities appearing on a Web page as 
a shopping memo at an arbitrary time . Shopping memo 

10 adding unit 17 adds the comment recorded as the shopping 
memo to the commodity table including the basic 
information on each purchase candidate, and displays the 
commodity table on user terminal 30. 

Table 2 shows an example of a commodity table 

15 formed by seller server 10 in the commodity selling 

system of the embodiment. The commodity table of Table 2 
lists commodities selected by a user. The commodity 
table includes basic information in tabular form such as 
the name, date and time at which the selection is made, 

20 and price of each purchase candidate selected by the 

user, similar to the commodity table in the conventional 
commodity selling system. 

25 Table 2 



5 



selection 
date and 
time 


name 


price 


memo 


comment from 
seller 


09/06/2000 
20:45: 01 


oooo 


¥495,000 


rapid 

process 

speed 


out of stock 
soon ! 


12/06/2000 
10:27:37 


X X X X 


¥490,002 


first 
candidate 




best 

recommendation 


12/06/2000 
11:11:30 


AAAA 


¥395,000 


low price 


best seller 1 























In addition, in the commodity selling system of the 
embodiment, comments recorded in shopping memos by the 
user are displayed in memo fields of the commodity table 
5 of the purchase candidates. For example, if a commodity 
named "XXXX" was selected due mainly to low price, the 
user records a comment "low price" in a shopping memo 
when the user selects the commodity as a purchase 
candidate. Then, "low price" is displayed in the memo 

10 field for the commodity "XXXX" of the commodity table. 
When other commodities are selected, the user also 
records comments or the like on the commodities as 
shopping memos, and the comments recorded as the shopping 
memos are displayed in memo fields of the commodity 

15 table. The user makes a determination of which commodity 
to purchase of the purchase candidates listed on the 
commodity table. When the user makes such a 
determination of a commodity, the contents displayed in 
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the memo fields of the commodity table serve as reference 
information in the determination of which commodity to 
purchase . 

The commodity table shown as Table 2 displays 
comments of a seller on purchase candidates in addition 
to the comments entered by the user and recorded in the 
shopping memos. Such comments include inventory 
information on a commodity, for example "out of stock 
soon," and schedule information on a commodity, for 
example "updated soon." The comments on the commodities 
by the seller are utilized as valuable advice for a user 
to determine which commodity to purchase of the purchase 
candidates. Shopping memo recording unit 16 and shopping 
memo adding unit 17 of seller server 10 may be 
implemented by dedicated hardware, or may be formed of a 
memory and a CPU (Central Processing Unit) such that the 
functions thereof may be realized by loading a program 
for realizing the functions of the aforementioned 
respective units into the memory and executing the 
program. 

Next, the operation of the embodiment will be 
described with reference to Fig. 3. First, at step 101, 
a user accesses seller server 10 through network 2 0 by 
using user terminal 30. Then, at step 102, a Web page is 
displayed on user terminal 30. At step 103, the user 
sees detailed information on commodities appearing on the 



Web page, and at step 104 , the user selects a purchase 
candidate from the commodities. Then, at step 105, 
seller server 10 stores basic information on the purchase 
candidate, and at step 106, displays on user terminal 30 
5 a page on which the user can enter a comment on the 

selected commodity, that is, a shopping memo page. After 
the user enters a comment such as a characteristic of the 
selected purchase candidate at step 107, seller server 10 
stores the entered comment as a shopping memo at step 

10 108. On user terminal 30, the procedures of the 

aforementioned steps 103, 104, 107, and 109 is repeated 
until selections of all commodities are completed. 

After the completion of the selections of all 
commodities, a request to display a commodity table of 

15 purchase candidates is transmitted from user terminal 30 
at step 110. Seller server 10 forms a commodity table 
including the basic information on the purchase 
candidates and the comments recorded in the shopping 
memos at step 111, and displays the commodity table on 

20 user terminal 30 at step 112. 

As described above, in the commodity selling system 
of the embodiment, when the basic information on each 
purchase candidate is displayed on user terminal 30, the 
comment entered from user terminal 3 0 and recorded as a 

25 shopping memo is displayed together with each item of 

basic information. This allows the user to make a final 



determination of which commodity to purchase of the 
purchase candidates using the comments as reference 
purposes , obviating the need to see the detailed 
information on the purchase candidates again. It is thus 
5 possible to reduce a burden on the user in determining 
which commodity to purchase. 

In addition, in the commodity selling system of the 
embodiment, seller server 10 records a comment entered 
from user terminal 30 as a shopping memo at an arbitrary 

10 time, and in the sequence in Fig. 3, this is done each 
time a purchase candidate is selected . Alternatively, 
this may be done at the time of a quotation for a 
purchase candidate, the time of selection of which 
commodity to purchase, or the time of selection of a 

15 commodity seen by the user as purchase candidates. 

While a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention has been described using specific terms, such 
description is for illustrative purposes only, and it is 
to be understood that changes and variations may be made 

20 without departing from the spirit or scope of the 
following claims. 
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